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Only Memories Left of Famed Cannon’s Camp Ground Religious Meets :

BY FRED SMITH

“There was as much as » thous-
and people there from 30 miles
around, The woods was full of
teams and wagons hitched every-
where feeding out of the wagon
troughs and stemplng to keep off
the flles, Thers was sheds made
out of poles and roofed over with
branches where they had lemon-
nde and gingerbroad to sell and
piles of watermelons and green
corn and such-like trock.

“The preaching wai golng on
under the same kind of sheds, only
T.l'l.'!;f W hl.tnr and held crowds

of people. The benches was mads
of outside slabs of logs with holes
bored in the round sldes to drive
sticks into for legs, They dldn't
bave no backs, The preachers had

high platforms lo atand on at one
end of the sheds , . ."
ok
“THE FIRST SHED we come to
the preacher ®as lining out a
hymn. He Jined out 2 lnes,
everybody sung It, and |t was kind
ol grand to hear It, there was 80
many of them and they done 1t In
such & rousing wey: then he lloed
out 2 more for them to slng—
and s0 on. The people woke up
more and more and sung louder

and louder; mnd towards the end
Jsome begun to groan end some

begun to shout, Then the preach-
er begun 1o preach and begun in
earnest too; and wenh on, weaving
first to one side of the platform
and then to the other, and then
e-leaning down over the fronkt of

Present Cmnnn. Mqﬂwdiut Church ocn camp l.lil.

it with his arms and body going
all the time and shouting his
words out with all his mlght.”

That i how Mark Twaln de-
seribed an old tima camp meeting
in “The Adveniures of Huckle=
perry. Fin" It happened down
Atkansas way, but it might have
been written, with certain varl-
ationt about Cannon's Camp
Ground just & few miles easl of
Spartanburg.

L

CANNON'S CAMP GROUND ls
& quiet spob now with its red brick
chireh and graveyard behind
There ks not & trace of the huge
wooden, “arbor” where the con-
gregation gathered, nor the rough
baard shecks which hobsed the
vislting worshippers, nor anything

else. But in that open space, bor-
dered by lrees Just below the pres-
ent church, thousands of peopls
wsed to meet In annual rellglous
assemblies that were famous
thronghout this part of the South.

Cannen's Camp Ground wes 120
years old las: Monday, Sepi. 34,
The land was glven to the Methe-
dist Chureh by “Lige” Canmin ss
e was known, one of the leading
citizens of the communlty, Histary
does not record .what that flret
meeting was llke, but those that
followed became known for thelr
high quality and people flocked to
Cannon's Camp Ground from {ar
end wide,

In the beginning, mestings wers
held under n brush “arbor” ke
the one Mark Twaln deseribed, but
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later & subsetantlal board shelter
with o shingled rool was bulle, It
wis open on 4 sldes with 2 pulpit
&b one end acound which was ‘the
“mowmners’ bench” ceserved for ve-
pentant sinners who asked for
speclal prayers or wished to give
testimony, The ground wes covered
with straw and the congregation
sat on hard, backless 'benches. On
one side of the pulpit was & space
for the MNegro slaves who always
turned out enthislastically,
oW W

H. B. CARLISLE of BSpartan-
burg remembers atiending mest-
Ings at Cannon's Camp Ground a3
& small boy and later while he
was & student of Waolfard College,
They wers held about the middie
of August when the crops had been

lald by and the country people
could geb away,

*“They came ln wagons and bug-
gles from all over South Carollna,'
Mr, Carlizsle recalls, "There wete
plenty from North Carolina and
zame from Osorgia and Tennessee
too, You'd ses whaole familles, men,
women, and
young, arriving with complate
housekeeping  equipment, ‘The
meetings Jasted several days o
more and the visitors would move
into the rough wooden shdcks
around the camp ground, or ‘fants’
as they were called, and settle
down for a pleasant stay.”

Mras. Perty Gartett who lives

down the read a short distance
{rem Cannon's Camp CGround alse.

childran _old and *
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+ haa vivid memories of the meet-
* lugs held there.

oL "I'm nnt pure Just how many

» -people rame,” she sald, “bul it was

A, Mways-a blg crowd, especlally on

» .Bundeys, Maybe ssveral thousand.

* The first sarvice was at 7 In the

. morning, Just s kind of prayer

, Betvice for the people who were

- eamping nn the grounds. There

wis another st @ and apother st

11; by tnek lime people were real=
Iy focking In, I've often seen so
. many the arbor wouldn't hald

them ell and they had to stand

* mrotind outaide. We'd have a recess
_for dinner and theo meel agaln at
" 3 o'clock, The lant meeting came
. .mfter suppar in the avening. So you
« pee the folks had & pretty full day.
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. WHAT  DISTINGUIRHED. (he
., amuemblles at Oannen's Camp

Ground wag the callber of many of

# - the men- wno preached there,
" While thére wax a certain amount

of the ematinnal flrewaorks type of
preacilng a0 charactaristie of the-
cordinary camp mesting, there was -

. more_sound doctrine presched by

" soma of the ablest leaders of Lhe

Methodist Courch,

. ®L remember how folks used lo
- shout and eut up sometimes,” Mra.
«@arTett sald, “Thers were presch-

ers llke that, too, But take it all
around you heard more good, zens
slple preaching at Cannon's Camp

Ground and less of the other kind."”

Writing in The Carollna Spar-
tan of Aug, 15, 1888, Dr, J. W.
Vandlver gave thls graphlc de-

seription of & Oannon  Camp

Ground  maeting:.

: “An long rgo pr 1834 Davy Pat-
ETBOTY, ‘Cannon, Henry, Em-
@ .ﬁud_sgﬂ. my_ [ather,

Willlam Cannon, Danlel Hammel,

Carter Burnetl, the Tucks and

many othe=s moved slowly and ar-

n.q“.m. in with -bedding, provisions,

chilldren gmd doge om Thursday
evening to worship 4 days or more
in ‘s own Temple. - _

“OUne would spread the straw in-|
side of tne log tent, another coop
the chickens; another fix up pegs |

© upen which Lo hang thelr hats and _
shawls, another a temporary tahle
on forked siicks, and so on till
evening: and as deylight retired
from the forest, temporary mounds
equally distant from ,tents and

brush arbor were lighted with a

plle af pine knots, each glving am-
ple light to ».w._.__n _wﬂ,.mun scene,
L ]

“8UPFER OVER, an experienced -
harn hlower ascends the tempor’
ary pulput made of logs and sov-
ered with planks, sbout 4 feet
high, and ‘after placing the horn
to his lps, he sends out on the

B twillght eir's long, shrill scream,
turning himsell round as he blows
as Il ha.pere calling the mations

. _:Hni great camp firea of the gog-

pel. e

"“The sound of the horn waa tha

signal for convocation sround the
cerude alear made of poles In front
of the pulpli from time to time.

' When it sounded, all mouths were

closad rnd pursults xsuspended, and
All eame Lo mest around the altar
and laten to prayer, pralse and
ﬁﬂnnn_..__.._un.: .

There are camp meetings stdll,

Y here: are camp mestings stll,
but Bot llke the plcturesque gath- |
et soyr faghera and grandfath-
T3 w: Berides religlous sasem-
blles, these "Verp important scclal
occpslons where friends and un.rm
tives got together =nd enjoye

themselves for & few days. To the
eountry pecple especlially the camp
meetings Were great events be-
cause they sfforded = welcome
break Ia the Hawﬂ or lesa asteady i

E.
routine or j..q._. i _

™ THE LATE ‘B0, however, |
the mesiings &t Cannons Camp
Ground bhepan to  deterlorate,
There was ronsiderable asrious
drinking and _nssorted monkey=
~prines- ANTONE "the  Visliors. .___au__...
Garreth and others who weare _-_...__.
Cannon's Camp Ground during .
last deys Bnnm at least one Raﬂ._
sion when It WAS NECESSATY o o
law.
u....mﬁ...__._:”:,...n_. about thres-gusriers of
g eentury of meetings, the arbor
and the wocden tents Were ._HEH
down. The grass tramped by U nmn
gands of [eet grew rank-and. W
August came around thers weare no
more horsca and wagons tled ﬁnm
der the tress, Only a strange quls
Some 4D ycurs have paased -_.:nm
thep, You stand beside n..m H
brick church and look towar ']

veseipn where the camp
mnﬂﬁnn_.ﬂﬂn to be; and when ¥ou
think wnat 16 was In other H_._M_E?
you eould wish those good old days
were back agaln

and tlully meringue around the
[
PEACH CUBTARD PUDDING
- {Berves &)
4 “EEs
1=4 teasponn salt
1=7 cup sugar
3 waps malk, acalded
1-2 .easpoon vanilla
Peach halves s
Beat 4 egg yolea and 3 e

Peach Cistard  *

Pudding Is
Glamour Dish .

Pruit and custard make an Wdeal
dessert for neavier meals because
they will satisfy the sweet tpoth |-
and do not give that “stuffed”
fecling. Acnlta will find the com- |
binatlon an Interesting varlatlon |
from (he tsunl run of desserts and |
children will lke the wholesome- |
ness of the milk, eggs and frult
which it contalns,

The custard 18 made in & poree-
Iain enameled double boller, the
utensl! with = ameoth, sanitary
finish that protecta all dellcately-
fMavored foods A& 8 Iinlshing
touch, the custard ls poured into =
porcelain enameled pudding pan
and 18 thpped with peach halves

RIDE 'PIE WAGON' TO BCHOOL |

WINTHROP, Mam (UF)—
Hundreds of Winthrop youngsters
got their Mfelong wish durlng & |
recent Lransporiation atrike. With @
buses out of clreulation, the boys |
.and girls did thelf riding In the |
police patrol wagon. _
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whites shizhtly, then add Wn milk the 3 remalning egg whites ._En__
aith augar and mall, Cook in tep &tff and inen  adding alewly 3
part of doubin bniler. atirring oc-  tahlerponrs nf sugar. Brown ln the
rasionady tetl thick and smooth, Broller for 2-3 mimutes.
Add Vamlla, Place In a pudding ]
dish and Lop with eanned peach Use the spenge method to wash
halves ot sunieots) and meringue. handbags made of plastles or
“Fne mer'ngue s made by beating washable coated fabrics, . .

but mot ke the nieturesque gath-
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